
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Re-written by Ian Daniels 



 A big quiet house 
 
There was a man who wished that his house was bigger and 
quieter.  He went to a wise woman and asked for his help.  She 
said, “No problem.  I can help you.  You have to do everything 
that I say.” 
The man said, “OK”. 
The woman said, “Find a sheep, a horse, a pig, a cow and some 
chickens and bring them into your house.” 
The man thought that this was strange but he did it. 
For two weeks he lived with the animals.  It was very bad, it was 
now noisier, and he had less space.  He went back to the lady 
and said, “This is stupid!  Those animals are too noisy!  You are 
a stupid woman.” 
But the woman said, “No problem.  Now go home and take 
those animals out of your home.” 
The man did this and after was very happy because with no 
animals his house felt bigger and quieter. 
 
 
 
What was wrong with the man’s house? 
 
Who did he go to see? 
 
What did she suggest? 
 
What animals did she recommend? 
 
Why did he go to see the woman again? 
 
What did she suggest this time? 
 
How did the man feel? 
 



The gnat and the bull 
 
A large bull stood in a field one day.  A small fly came flying 
around his ear and finally landed on one of his big horns.  After 
a while the fly said to the bull, “I’m sorry for resting on your 
horn.  Excuse me for making you carry my weight.  I’m sorry 
for being selfish and not thinking about you.  I hope that you can 
forgive me.  I do care about your feelings.  1000 times sorry.” 
The bull replied, “Little fly, thank you for your big apology.  
But you think too highly of yourself.  I didn’t even notice that 
you were there!” 
 
 
 
 
 
Where was the bull standing? 
 
What came flying by? 
 
Where did it land? 
 
Why did it say sorry? 
 
Why didn’t the bull mind? 
 
 
 
 



The Monkey and the Pea 
 
A King was on a hunting trip with his counselor.  They stopped 
to feed their horses some peas.  Suddenly a monkey came 
quickly running down a tree and took a big handful of peas from 
the feeding bowl.  Halfway up the tree one pea fell from the 
monkey’s hand.  He didn’t want to drop any so he tried to catch 
the falling pea but doing this he dropped all of the peas he was 
carrying. 
The peas fell to the floor and the horses ate them.  In the end the 
monkey had no peas. 
The King and counselor saw everything and laughed.  The 
counselor said to the King, “You should remember this event.  If 
you ever get too greedy, think of that monkey.” 
 
 
 
 
What were the King and the counselor doing? 
 
Why did they stop? 
 
What came from the tree? 
 
What did it do? 
 
What happened next? 
 
 
 
 



The sack 
 
A wise man, Bob, was walking along a street.  He saw a man 
sitting on the side of the road.  The man looked very unhappy.  
Bob said, “What’s wrong?” 
The man showed Bob an old smelly bag and said, “This is the 
only thing that I have in this world!” 
Bob said, “Too bad.”  Then he stole the bag and ran away.   
The man was now unhappier and started to cry. “Now I have 
nothing!” He said. 
However, Bob only ran around the corner and put the bag down 
in the middle of the road so the man could see it easily. 
When the man walked around the corner and saw the bag he 
became very happy and laughed and danced. 
Bob watched everything from behind a tree and thought, “That’s 
an interesting way to make somebody happy.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Why was the man unhappy? 
 
What did Bob do? 
 
How did the man feel after? 
 
What did Bob do next? 
 
How did the man feel finally? 
 
 
 



The stolen Axe 
 
A woodcutter went outside one morning to chop some wood.  
But his favorite Axe was missing.  He couldn’t find it and was 
very angry.  He noticed that the neighbor’s son was standing 
near the woodshed.  The woodcutter thought, “Aha!  That boy 
must have stolen my axe!  He looks like he has done something 
bad.  His eyes look very guilty.  I can’t be 100% sure, but he 
MUST have stolen my axe!”  
A few days later the woodcutter was surprised and happy to find 
his axe under some wood behind his house.  Then he 
remembered that this was where he had used it last time.  The 
next time that he saw his neighbor’s son he looked carefully at 
him.  This time the boy did not look guilty at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
What did the woodcutter want to do? 
 
Who was the boy? 
 
Where was the boy standing? 
 
Where did the man find his axe? 
 
How did the man’s opinion change? 
 
 
 
 



The Talkative Turtle 
 
A talkative turtle heard two hunters say, “Tomorrow, let’s go 
and catch turtles!”  After the hunters left, the turtle thought, 
“What can I do?  I must run away!” 
Later that day he saw two big cranes and asked them to help him.  
He said, “Dear beautiful birds.  Can you help me?  If you hold 
this stick between your beaks, I will close my mouth tightly in 
the middle and you can fly me to safety.” 
“Good idea,” said the cranes.  “But you have to hold very tight 
and not say a word!” 
The turtle agreed and started to bite down on the stick while the 
two cranes flew him away.  The cranes flew high in the air and 
some people saw the strange event and said, “Look at those 
clever birds!  They figured out how to carry a turtle.” 
But the turtle was very proud and too talkative so shouted out, 
“It was my idea!” and then he fell and crashed into the floor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What were the hunters going to do? 
 
Who did the turtle ask for help? 
 
What was his plan? 
 
Who thought that it was a good idea? 
 
What did the turtle do and why? 
 
 
 
 



The Power of Proverbs 
 

Here are some proverbs from around the world, not just America 
or England. 
 
Look at the proverbs and discuss what you think they mean. 
 
 
 
 
 

After the rain, there is no need for an umbrella. 
 
He that goes barefoot, must not plant thorns. 
 
You can’t spit on my back and make me think that 
it’s rain. 
 
Better bread with butter than cake with trouble. 
 
A candle lights others but consumes itself. 
 
Do not try to escape from a flood by holding onto 
a lion’s tail. 
 
Eggs must not quarrel with stones. 
 
Every hill has its valley. 


